[Ethical and psychological aspects of screening tests for children].
The increase in the incidence of screening procedures has been accompanied by increased awareness of the ethical and psychological problems involved, particularly in conjunction with the detection of diseases in children. Before a screening programme is launched, the ethical and psychological consequences for children and their families should be evaluated, as well as what supportive measures may be necessary to minimize the psychological effects of positive and false-positive test results. Moreover, it should be carefully determined which age is the most appropriate for screening with a view to the possibility of initiating prophylactic treatment and minimizing the adverse effects of stigmatization.